h +

Thursday, March 21, 2019 ¢ voi.66,No.12 ¢ Cle Elum, Washington

51,00 g FORECAST
nmmy E\\\\%//,, %\ NORTHERN Kitritas COunTYy i~
Wi e

with unsurpassed focus:
Cle Elum, Roslyn, Ronald,
Easton, South Cle Elum,
Snoqualmie Pass,
Suncadia, Thorp and
surrounding rural areas
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KITTITAS COUNTY - On Tuesday, March 12,
after the NKC Tribune went to press, the Moun-
tains to Sound Greenway Trust announced Con-
‘gress had designated the Greenway - the 28 cities
and 1.5 million acres sandwiching I-90 between
Seattle and Ellensburg — as a National Heritage
Area (NHA). It took eight years for this to happen.

Needless to say, Greenway officials, volunteers
and stakeholders are ecstatic about this milestone.
The designation provides national recognition of
the Greenway and is expected to promote regional
tourism and attract new economic activities.

Annually, NHAs can apply for grant dollars al-
located by the federal government. Those dollars
represent a revenue stream that potentially could
be leveraged with matching dollars into millions
of dollars over time.

Expressing his sentiments, Greenway Ex-
ecutive Director Jon Hoekstra wrote, “Our local
pride and joy is now officially a national treasure.

“The Mountains to Sound Greenway NHA
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Greenway garners coveted federal
designation: ‘National Heritage Area”
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proudly joins 54 others in 32 states, including
iconic and historic landscapes such as New York’s
Niagara Falls, Mississippi’s Gulf Coast, and North
Carolina’s Blue Ridge. NHAs are places designated
by Congress where historic, cultural, and natural
resources combine to form cohesive, nationally,
important landscapes.

“We celebrate all that the NHA designation will
bring the Greenway. As our communities undergo
massive growth, this designation gifts us new op-
portunities to more effectively conserve natural

resources, protect our cultural heritage, and con--

tribute to the economic vitality of the region.”

So what is an National Heritage Area?

They are community-driven, lived-in land-
scapes fueled by public-private partnerships sup-
porting natural resource conservation, historic
preservation, recreation, heritage tourism and
educational projects. .

Before the Greenway received the designation,
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it was already involved those types of projects,
starting in 1991 when the Mountains to Sound
Greenway Trust was born. Visit mtsgreenway.org
to view its 2017-18 annual report, where you’ll
learn that in just a single year the Greenway
planted 28,917 native trees and shrubs, restored
374 acres, completed maintenance on 72 miles of
trails, reported $1 million in recreation improve-
ments, recruited 4,559 volunteers, involved 3,406
students in Greenway education programs, and
that doesn’t speak of the organization’s successes
over the entire 28 years it’s been around.

With the new designation the Greenway will
be able to expand the range and scope of their
good work. How?

The NHA Program is administered by the Na-
tional Park Service through coordinators based
in Washington, D.C., and six regional offices: An-
chorage, San Francisco, Denver, Omaha, Philadel-
phia and Atlanta. .

See NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA.., page A5

Governor signs hill moving Washington’s
Presidential Primary date to March

OLYMPIA - Last week
Governor Jay Inslee signed
SB5273. to move Washington’s

mary ballot.

The vote was 28-21, with
onlv one Democrat. Sen. Tim

ing any taxpayer information
whatsoever, except to author-
ized agencies and individuals.

Four reasons why
~you should attend
the April 2 meeting
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to Sound Greenway
National Heritage Area

The Mountains to Sound Greenway encompasses
over 1.5 million acres of connected natural fands and
. vibrant urban areas surrounding 1-90 between Puget
Sound and Central Washington. The Greenway
conserves a shared heritage of working farms and

WASHINGTON
forests, parks, sustainable communities and
abundant outdoor educational and recreational opportunities. This
map ilfl that the Mountains to Sound G y is bounded by major
watersheds, framed by the urban areas of Seattle and Ellensburg and woven
ther by the i highway and an k of trails that link
the public to the Greenway !andscape
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YOU’RE LOOKING AT the boundary line for the Mountains to Sound Greenway, recently
designated the 55th National Heritage Area in 32 states. Visit mtsgreenway.org and ex-
plore the interactive map you’ll find there.

Map courtesy of Mountains to Sound Greenway

NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA...

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

Coordinators do not take
ownership of public or private
lands inside National Heritage
Areas, nor do they impose
land use controls or affect pri-
vate property rights, tribal
treaty rights, water rights, or
hunting and fishing activities.

Coordinators do provide
technical assistance and other
services, while the National
Park Service provides NHAs
with matching federal funds
through the coordinators.

National Heritage Areas are
authorized to receive up to $1
million every year, though on
average appropriations are be-
tween $150,000 and $750,000 an-
nually. That’s good news for the
communities and public lands

now a part of the Mountains to
Sound Greenway NHA.

Said - Nicky Pasi, the
Greenway Trust’s Upper Ya-
kima Community Coordi-
nator, “NHAs can leverage
about $5.50 in matching funds
for every $1 granted by NHA
Program coordinators.”

Pasi said over the next sev-

eral months Greenway Trust
staff would be reaching out to
other NHAs to learn more
about their best practices in
building truly representative
community partnerships.

In the meantime, anyone
with questions can e-mail her:
nicky.pasi@mtsgreenway.org.

Lawmakers weigh in
In 2013 U.S. Representatives

Rise and shine into the fog

THESE DAYS OF
contrasting night
and day temps

sunrises in Cle
Elum like this
early morning
photo taken on
Second Street.
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Dave Reichert and Adam
Smith, and Senators Maria
Cantwell and Patty Murray
introduced the Greenway NHA
legislation. Others involved in-
cluded U.S. Representatives
Suzan DelBene, Pramila Jay-
apal, and Kim Schrier.

Cantwell said, “Washing-
ton’s recreation economy gen-
erates $26 billion in annual
spending and supports more
than 200,000 direct jobs. Con-
tinuing to protect our most
scenic and historic land-
scapes, like the Mountains to
Sound Greenway, will help
boost tourism and preserve
our natural landscape for fu-
ture generations.”

Former Representative
Reichert echoed Cantwell,
“The Mountains to Sound
Greenway is a national treas-
ure. With its vibrant mix of
small towns, working farms,
lush forests and rugged moun-
tains, it’s a great representa-
tion of the diverse geography
of our region. Preserving this
balance for our region’s future
is at the heart of this bill that
I originally introduced in 2013
with Congressman Smith.”

Faseits are the #1 reason young
people decide not to drink.

Start the |,
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You can reduce underage drinking by talking about the risks
early and often with your child.

Washington State
ﬁ ‘- Department of Social
& Health Sérvices

Transforming lives

Community Prevention
& Wellness Initiative

For more information, go to starttalkingnow.org or
https://www.co Kittitas.wa.us/health/programs/cpc.aspx

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT
GRAND ALASKAN NATIONAL PARKS OF
CRUISE & TOUR THE GOLDEN WEST





